BIOGRAPHY OF JEWEL C. SCOTT, ESQ.,

 Elected to The Superior Court of Clayton County, Georgia, on June 9, 2020,  The Honorable, Jewel C. Scott now holds a statewide position as a Superior Court Judge of the State of Georgia, Clayton Judicial Circuit.  
Previously elected to office in July 2004, attorney Jewel Scott made history when she became the first female African-American District Attorney of the State of Georgia, Clayton Judicial Circuit.   As District Attorney, Ms. Scott was responsible for prosecuting all serious felonies committed in Clayton County and her jurisdiction extended to all felonies committed at the Hartsfield Jackson International Airport, which is the busiest airport in the world.  Ms. Scott’s personal philosophy is that justice must be balanced with fairness.

As District Attorney, Ms. Scott implemented the first Deferred Prosecution Program in Clayton County.  The program allowed first time, non-violent offenders to complete a program aimed at rehabilitation and empowerment so that offenders could make better choices and lead productive lives without the hindrance of a felony record.  After successful completion of the program they would have criminal charges dismissed and arrest record expunged. It still exists in the DA’s Office, Fifteen ( 15) years later, having helped thousands of felony offenders to have a second chance. 
  While in that Office, DA Scott  was able to increase the convictions for crimes against women and children. Between the years 2006-2007 she achieved a 100% murder conviction rate.  She also worked tirelessly with other community organizations to try to reduce incidents of domestic violence and murders caused by domestic violence. For the first time in that office she hired African American female investigators.  

During her tenure in office she worked with the Sheriff’s Office and filed a RICO action to permanently rid Clayton County of all the illegal massage spas/parlors which had sprung up in the County.  To this day they have never returned.

Jewel Scott served as the Honorary Consul of Jamaica to Atlanta, Georgia from August 2014 until December 2017 when she demitted office to care for her spouse of 33 years, Headley L. Scott.  He died in September 2018. Jewel served her Jamaican Community in an exemplary manner and received numerous recognitions from her community for her service.

Ms. Scott was the managing partner in the law firm Scott & Turner Law Group, LLC., located in Jonesboro, Georgia from 2009 until 2020.   From 2000-2004, Ms. Scott worked as a staff attorney with the Atlanta Legal Aid Society, Inc., providing free legal services to the Clayton County and metro Atlanta community.  She has also worked as a staff attorney with New York City Office of Legal Affairs and New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation litigating conservatorships and mental hygiene cases for clients with mental impairments.
Jewel Scott, (maiden name Hanson) was born in Mandeville, Jamaica, to the Reverend Seymour (World War 11 British Air Force Veteran) and Lurline Hanson.  Ms. Scott credits her strict Christian upbringing, her personal relationship with God and an exemplary education for her successes.

Ms. Scott is a graduate of the Mercer University Law School, (Walter F. George Law School) having received her Juris Doctor there.  She also holds a Bachelor of Law Degree from the University of the West Indies Law School and an Advanced Degree, Certificate of Legal Education from the Norman Manley Law School in Jamaica.   Ms. Scott is a member of the Georgia Bar Association, the New York Bar, the Turks & Caicos Bar and the Jamaica Bar Association.  She is also a lifetime member of the NAACP.

Ms. Scott is an active member of the World Changers Church International and a community activist.  She has volunteered with such groups as the Domestic Violence Task Force of Clayton County, the Detention Alternative System Committee for Juvenile Court and the Clayton County Village Anti-Violence Task Force.  Ms. Scott was married to Headley Scott, Jr., for 33 years until his demise on September 30, 2018. They have two sons, Headley and Christopher Scott.    Ms. Scott’s passion is always to serve people and her community and thereby fulfill her God-given purpose here on earth.
Special Honors & Awards

Cali Excellence for the Future Award, Law & Lawyering, Mercer University School of Law

2004 Certificate of Appreciation for work in the field of Domestic Violence, Association of Battered Women of Clayton County, Georgia

2005 Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Certificate of Service for Outstanding Leadership in Action in Community

2005 Juvenile Court, Clayton County, Georgia, Certificate of Recognition for Commitment and Reliable Representation of Clayton County’s Interest

2005 Georgia Department of Human Resources, Award for Outstanding work on Child Fatality/ Child Abuse Review Board

2006 Parents of Murdered Children Award for Support and Dedicated Service to Parents of Murdered Children

2007 Clayton County Community Services Authority Inc., Appreciation Award for Outstanding Services to Clayton County, Georgia, Community

2007 Village of Hempstead Inc., New York, Agent for Change Award

2008 US Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration, Atlanta Field Division, Recognition for Professional Commitment to Families, Schools and Community.

2008 Rainbow Push Coalition, Distinguished Community Service Award

2008 State of Georgia Legislative Delegation, Clayton County, Woman of Excellence Community Service Award

2009 U.S. Black Caucus Award, Champion of Legal Rights
2012 Clayton County NAACP Branch, Award for Business Woman of the Year
2015 American Red Cross “Terrell Slayton Outstanding Community Leader Award”
2017 Consul General of Jamaica, Jamaica Diaspora Award for Law & Justice

2019 Caribbean Association of Georgia, Lifetime Achievement Award
2023 Women For Change Award- International Women’s Day- Passport Moms
